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Bogong Future Makers

By RacuEaL WILLETT

Driving rain, sleet, 100km
per hour winds and snow
on a five-day expedition
at Mt Bogong and still the
Yarrawonga College P-12
year 9 studenis tell the
story with smiles on their
faces.

They admit it was
tough going, they-admit
there - were days = they
thought they couldn’t get
through it, but just weeks
after returning from the
Bogong Future Makers
experience they were
all happy and very, very
proud. .

Yarrawonga - College
P-12 incorporated - the
Bogong Outdoor Experi-
ence into the Year 9 cur-
riculum for the first time
in 2014.

The learning experi-
ence begins with class
work centred on leader-
ship skills and environ-
mental sustainability be-
fore students travel to Mt
Bogong for a 12 day ex-
perience at the Outdoor
Education Centre.

There they learn about
the environment, develop
personal skills, learn self-
awareness and respon-
sibility, leadership skills
and how to work as part
of a team.

These skills are ulti-
mately tested in a five-
day student-led ‘expo’
where students set off
on a journey of discov-
ery. They carry their
own gear, cook their
own meals, set their own
course and are ultimately
responsible for their own
welfare and that of their
group.

This year two year 9
groups were challenged
with the Bogong Expe-
rience and, now having
completed their journeys,
returned with stories to
share. - ‘

“First I was excited to
go,” said Gabby Hasell,
“but after I heard about
the five day hike T was
less excited and feeling
pretty nervous.

“The terrain was the
hardest part, uphill then
downhill and I ended
up with blisters and sore
knees. “It was hard to
get along with everyone
when we had to spend all
day every day together,
but I learned that I have
to deal with other people

and ﬁnd ways to make

Six of the YC P-12 Bgong group — Jordy, Brock, Corey, Gabby, Nathn and Amy.

Self-confessed ‘in-
doors-person’ Brock
Orsnby was very appre-
hensive about the Bo-
gong experience.

“I don’t like to go out-
side of my room,” he said.
“I never wanted to do
anything outdoors and I
thought about not want-
ing to go but my parents
said I had to.

“I got through it. It was
really hard but I'm hap-
py I did it. It made me
get out and socialise and
make new friends and
enjoy being outside.

“Since I've come back
1 feel more confident
around friends and trying

new things.” ‘
For Amy Nunn and
Jordy McCarthy the

outdoors challenge was
exciting, particularly for
Jordy when group two
woke to find their boots
frozen in the snow. . .
““I’m an outdoorsy-type
person anyway so I was
really looking forward
to it,” said Amy Nunn.
“It was still hard though

-and it was hard dealing

with all the different per-
sonalities, particularly if
people didn’t get along.”

“For me, I got the most
out the environmental
studies we did. Learning
about global warming

The students camped out in the snow, rain and wind
during their f/ve day expedition.

really interesting,” said
Jordy McCarthy.

Nathan Tabain and
Corey McIntosh said the
expo and weather condi-
tions were challenging
along with the more do-
mestic side of camp life.

“I had to clean up-eve-
ryone else’s mess,” said-
Nathan. “And more than
once I had to pack up

. people’s tents. But you

just have to'get in and get
it done.”

“A lot of the time you
have to just figure out a
way to cope with stuff —
the weather and the oth-
ers in the group and just
encourage everyone to
get through it.”

A show of hands re-
vealed all six of the Bo-
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gong returnees had at
least one moment on
their 12 day adventure
when they thought they
couldn’t get through
it and wanted to come
home.

A second show- of
hands then revealed they
were all pleased they
went and proud of them-
selves for conquering-
their Bogong adventure.

The students will now
work on a community-
based project to share
their learning with the
school and wider com-
munity at Bogong Expe-
rience Expo to be held
later in the year.



