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 Adventure Activity Risk Register 

Bushwalking 

 

Location: Bogong High Plains Time of Year: Term 1, 2, 4 

Communications ability rating: BOEC radio network/3G phones Year level: 8-12 

 

Learning Outcomes: 
1. Increase students understanding and knowledge 

of the Bogong High Plains. 
2. Learn and practice Minimal Impact Bushwalking in 

the alpine environment. 
3. Explore the Bogong High Plains environment, by 

spending extended time in that environment. 

BOEC staff responsibilities: 
1.  Implement all controls below & assess ongoing 

risks. 
2.  Facilitate learning outcomes. 
Visiting staff responsibilities:  
1.   Non-activity supervision. 
2.   Monitor and assess student welfare learning and 

safety. 
 

Past incident data:  2005-8 data indicated…  
Experienced staff report routes are many and variable 
and the Bogong High Plains and should be carefully 
matched to groups fitness, weather conditions, 
season, and timing within program 

Date Risk Assessment completed:  09/12/08 
 
Date Risk Assessment reviewed:    
 
Review Cycle:   Annually 
 

Please Note:     Risks may exist that have not been identified in the table below. 
Organisational tolerance:   ROSA accepts the post-control residual risk as tolerable within the  
    educational context of the activity. 
List 12-20 key risks.  Consider the potential for energy to be transferred when deciding which risks are key.   
Refer to past incident data. Use the hierarchy of risk control to select an appropriate control. 

 
Likelihood (Probability and frequency of exposure) 

Descriptor Rating Description 

Eliminated 0 Risk eliminated 

Unlikely 1 May occur, but only in exceptional circumstances 

Possible 2 Might occur at some time. 

Likely 3 Will probably occur in most circumstances. 

Almost certain 4 Is expected to occur in most circumstances. 

Certain 5 Is expected to occur in all circumstances. 

 

Consequence (Likely outcome) 

Descriptor Rating Description 

Minor 1 No injuries, bruising, temporary rash / irritation.  Dealt with by staff in the field,  

Important 2 First aid treatment, irritation, discomfort, nausea, Dealt with by staff in the field 

Serious 3 
Evacuation and medical treatment required, unconsciousness, fractures, 
dislocation. 

Major 4 Extensive injuries, permanent disability,  

Catastrophic 5 Fatal injuries 

 

Risk Rating Legend 

Score Assessment 
of Risk 

Priority of Action 

1-4 LOW Address or repair if possible. Schedule for action after other risks have been 
controlled. 

5-7 MEDIUM Further improvements required: assess feasibility for risk controls. 

8-13 HIGH Risk controls required to continue with activity. 

+14 
 

EXTREME Immediate attention required. Consider stopping activity or alternate program 
until adequate controls are implemented. 
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Risk Assessment pre controls Falls from Height 

Hazard Likelihood Consequence Risk Rating Controls 

Cliffs and 
steep ground 

 
2 3 

6 
Med 

 

 Brief students on safe walking. If in area 
near cliffs – Bogong staff to supervise 
students closely. 

 Care taken walking at night or off tracks.  
Staff may need to be at front of group. 

 

Risk Assessment pre controls Manual Handling 

Hazard Likelihood Consequence Risk Rating Controls 

Sore back 
(from 
backpack) 

3 2 
6 

MED 

 Proper adjustment of each student’s 
backpack. 

 Briefing on correct packing, lifting packs. 

 Limit pack weights or redistribute gear. 
 

Risk Assessment pre controls Collisions 

Hazard 
Likelihood 

 
Consequence 

 
Risk Rating 

D 
Controls  

Fall with pack 
on (onto 
ground, object 
or tree) 

2 3 
6 

MED 
 Pack correctly packed and fitted. 

 

Risk Assessment pre controls Environment 

Hazard Likelihood Consequence Risk Rating Controls 

Gastro-
enteritis 
 

2 2 
4 

LOW 

 Students briefed on camping hygiene 

procedures. 

 Hot soapy water available after hike. 

 Instruction of safe toilet practice and 
collection of drinking water. 

Severe weather 
(lightning 
/thunder, gale 
force winds, 
snow storm) 

2 5 
10 

HIGH 
 

 Refer to BOEC severe weather procedure 

 Monitor weather and warnings before and 
during program and adjust program 
accordingly. 

 Modify walk if necessary 

 Monitor group and assess their needs. 

 Pre-plan suitable shelter sites, escape 
routes. 

River 
Crossings 2 4 

8 
High 

 Plan routes to avoid river crossings 

 Assess depth, speed and downstream 
hazards prior to crossing 

 Moving water deeper than knee deep OR 
faster than 10kph must not be crossed 
unless staff have current river rescue 
training and suitable equipment. 

 

Risk Assessment pre controls Falling Objects 

Hazard Likelihood Consequence Risk Rating Controls 

Falling tree 
limbs and 
rocks 
 

1 5 
5 

MED 

 Assess tree hazards at campsites and 
control tent locations.  

 Consider tree ‘target zones’ at campsites, 
especially in strong winds.   

 Avoid locating tents in target zones if 
possible 

 Brief students on hazards. 

 Monitor hazards at stopping points on walk. 

 Avoid areas of loose rock in steep terrain. 

 


